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Interms invariably gain a better sense
of their Indian American identity

In its ninth year, IACPA’s program attracted applications from

over120 Indian-American college students from across U.S.

B Interning with Representatives

Rajen Desai, left,
; interned with Rep. Bob
Filner (D-CA)

'; ajen Desai, son of Uday and Smita Desai from Fort Worth,
| Texas, was a cadet squadron commander and is a cerdfied
solo pilot in the United States Air Force Auxiliary.

As a President’s Scholar and Phi Beta Kappa graduare of Stan- |
 ford University, he completed an honors thesis in neurobiology |
' (soon to be published) on how new axons grown in the brain dur-
ing childhood learning are not erased when the child forgets, but
are maintained chroughout adulthood. Further, he completed a
second senior thesis in medical anthropology focusing on how to
| educate unlicensed doctors who practice illegally in the slums of
| India. Ouside of research, Desai won top university leadership |
| awards as co-president of Sanskrid, the 500-member Stanford |
South Asian society, where he focused on building Hindu-Mus-
lim unity. He was also natonally recognized by the United States
Department of Health and Human Services for his leadership in
| the South Asian Preventive Health Outreach Program.

This summer, Desai interned with Rep. Bob Filner (D-CA). |
This fall, he will rerurn to Palo Alto, Calif,, to begin the M.D. pro-
gram at Stanford Medical School, as well as an M.A. in Interna-
tional Policy Studies. His long-term plans are to focus on how reli-
gious movements in South Asia can ameliorate regional public
health concerns and India-Pakistan relations.
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